MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE BRECON TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE
COUNCIL CHAMBER, THE GUILDHALL, BRECON ON MONDAY 22 JULY
2019 AT 7.00 P.M.

187/19

188/19

189/19

190/19

191/19

PRESENT

Councillor A Mathias (Mayor in the Chair)

Councillor M Dorrance

Councillor R Thomas

Councillor M Matthews

Councillor J Powell

Councillor G Ham

Councillor E Trailor

Councillor I Williams

Councillor L Rijnenberg

Councillor A M C Weale

Councillor M Perry (arrived 7:17pm)

In Attendance: Fiona Williams (Town Clerk)

Rhys Ridge-Evans (Administrative Officer)
Steve Maggs (Business Wales)

PRESENTATION
The Mayor welcomed Mr Steve Maggs from Business Wales and Mr
Maggs gave his presentation. Mr Maggs provided a background about the
Economic Action Plan (EAP) from the Welsh Government for the benefit of
Members. After Mr Maggs had given his presentation Members had the
opportunity to as questions which Mr Maggs answered. Two
recommended actions were suggested by Mr Maggs; 1. Arrange a more
detailed presentation about a town wifi scheme. 2. Explore the
establishment of an Entrepreneurship Hub in Brecon. The Mayor thanked
Mr Maggs for giving his presentation and he left the chamber.
APOLOGIES

Apologies were received from Councillors Walsh, Meredith, Davies and
Morgans. The Mayor informed Members that Councillor Walsh was at an
event representing the Council on her behalf.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations.

MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS
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The Mayor had previously circulated a list of her engagements by email for
Members which were received and noted.

SECTION A
192/19 MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 24 June 2019 (Pages
29 to 32) (copies of which had been previously circulated)

IT WAS RESOLVED

THAT the Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 24
June 2019 be taken as read, approved as a true record, and
signed.

193/19 PLANNING, GUILDHALL AND STAFFING COMMITTEE — 1 JULY 2019

The Minutes of the Planning, Guildhall and Staffing Committee held on 1
July 2019 (pages 35 - 37) (copies of which had been previously circulated)

IT WAS RESOLVED

THAT the Minutes of the Planning, Guildhall and Staffing
Committee held on 1 July 2019 be taken as read, approved as a
true record, and signed.

194/19 FINANCE AND COMMISSIONING OF CONTRACTS COMMITTEE -1
JULY 2019

The Minutes of the Finance and Commissioning of Contracts Committee
held on 1 July 2019 (Pages 40 — 42) (copies of which had been previously
circulated)
IT WAS RESOLVED
THAT the Minutes of the Finance and Commissioning of
Contracts Committee held on 1 July 2019 be taken as read,
approved as atrue record, and signed.
195/19 ENVIRONMENT AND EVENTS COMMITTEE - 3 JULY 2019

The Minutes of the Environment and Events Committee held on 3 July
2019 (Pages 44 — 48) (copies of which had been previously circulated)

IT WAS RESOLVED
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THAT the Minutes of the Environment and Events Committee
held on 3 July 2019 be taken as read, approved as a true
record, and signed.

196/19 HEALTH AND SAFETY POLICY REVIEW

Submitted C(A) the Health and Safety Policy for review. The Mayor
suggested that a working group be set up to look at this and bring it back
to Council for approval.

RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY

THAT a working group be set up consisting of Councillors
Mathias, Thomas, Meredith and Perry to look at the health and
safety policy and bring it back to full Council for further
consideration.

197/19 UPDATE — AFFORDABLE HOUSING

Submitted C(B) a report prepared by the Town Clerk providing Members

with progress surrounding affordable housing matters being looked at by

the working group. After discussion resolutions were taken on each of the
numbered points as follows;

RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY

1. THAT enquiries are made with Powys County Council how
the additional council tax for second homes is allocated
and whether it does or can go towards the housing fund.

RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY

2. THAT enquiries are made with Powys County Council about
what powers they have under the Empty Dwelling
Management Orders and what actions they are taking or
have planned in this regard.

RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY

3. THAT enquiries are made with Powys County Council about
whether the level of second homes and periodically
occupied homes in Brecon is increasing.

RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY
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4. THAT a meeting is scheduled with representatives of
National Parks to discuss the provisions of the LDP and the
provisions in relation to affordable housing.

RESOLVED

5. THAT enquiries are made with Welsh Government about
the terms of grant funding for town centres and whether
this can fund conversion of empty shops to residential
properties.

RESOLVED

6. WITH 7 votes in favour and 4 against that consideration is
give to potential uses of Town Council owned green space
for affordable housing properties.

RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY

7. THAT this Council’s concerns are raised about affordable
housing with the Public Service Board.

198/19 CONCERNS OVER PROPOSAL FOR Y GAER TO INCLUDE A
COLLEGE CAMPUS

Councillor Perry explained this agenda item for the benefit of Members.
Questions were raised about what ‘Y Gaer’ is going to be and when it
would open, and whether funders would object to any changed to the
original planned use. This item was discussed in detail and it was

RESOLVED

THAT a letter be sent to Powys County Council outlining the
concerns of this Council about what ‘Y Gaer’ is going to be
and when it will open, and requesting that a meeting is
convened of stakeholders, the main funders and Brecon Town
Council to consider the questions and concerns.

199/19 PROFITS FROM ADELINA PATTI CONCERT AT THE GUILDHALL
The Mayor explained this agenda item for the benefit of Members and
suggested that once the costs from the evening have been paid, that any

surplus money be donated to the Mayor’s Chatrities.

RESOLVED
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THAT any profits from the Adelina Patti concert at the
Guildhall be donated to the Mayor’s Charities.

200/19 PR OPPORTUNITIES ARISING FROM THE MEETING

The letter being sent to Powys County Council be sent to the Brecon and
Radnor as well.

201/19 ANY OTHER BUSINESS
There were no items.
202/19 EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS
SECTION B
RESOLVED
THAT in view of the confidential nature of the business about
to be transacted whereby matters of a possible personal
nature might be discussed in relation to the finances or staff of
the Council, and matters of a sensitive nature, it was advisable
in the public interest that the public and press be temporarily

excluded and that they be instructed to withdraw from the
meeting.
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