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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE BRECON TOWN COUNCIL HELD 
REMOTELY VIA GOTOMEETING ON MONDAY 27 JULY 2020 AT 7.00 P.M. 
 
81/20 PRESENT 
 
  Councillor C Walsh (Mayor in the Chair) 
  Councillor M Dorrance 
  Councillor J Powell  
  Councillor R Thomas  
  Councillor M Matthews 
  Councillor A Mathias 
  Councillor I Williams  
  Councillor T Davies 
  Councillor L Rijnenberg 
  Councillor S Morgans 
  Councillor G Ham 
  Councillor M Perry 
  Councillor D Meredith 
  Councillor A M C Weale (left at 8:09) 
  

In Attendance:  Fiona Williams (Town Clerk) 
    Rhys Ridge-Evans (Administrative Officer)  

 
 All persons noted above were present by video link with the exception of 

Councillor Morgans who was present by phone link. 
 
82/20 APOLOGIES 
 

There were no apologies.  
 
83/20 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 Councillors Davies and Rijnenberg declared an interest in agenda item 6b 

and Councillor Williams declared an interest in application reference 4329 
of agenda item 6a. 

 
84/20 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  

The Mayor informed Members that no official duties had been carried out 
due to the ongoing pandemic. The Mayor informed Members that the 
public toilets had been reopened following a deep clean on Thursday 23rd 
July. In the coming week or so, the play areas and the Visit Brecon office 
would be reopened. The Mayor also informed Members that he had 
carried out filming of a welcome message with the organisers of Brecon 
Jazz for this year’s digital festival.  
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SECTION A 
 

85/20 MINUTES  
 

The Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 22 June 2020 (Pages 
19 to 25) (copies of which had been previously circulated) 

 
86/20 ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 
 
 CAPTAINS WALK PLAQUE (MINUTE NO. 60/20) 
 

The Mayor informed Members that an event had been scheduled to take 
place on Wednesday 5 August via zoom and that this event has been 
publicised.  
 
LETTER FROM POWYS COUNTY COUNCIL – ELECTRIC VEHICLE 
CHARGING (MINUTE NO. 61/20) 
 
The Mayor asked Councillor Ham if he had drafted the letter regarding the 
electric vehicle charging. Councillor Ham confirmed that he had not 
completed this yet, though it would be implemented shortly. 
 
EMAIL RECEVIED FROM MR W PHILLIPS AND MR A PEEL (MINUTE 
NO. 68/20) 
 
The Mayor invited Councillor Rijnenberg to speak in this regard by way of 
update for Members. Councillor Rijnenberg provided an overview of the 
current position and arrangements with Powys County Council and 
business owners and that everyone is working together to enable safe 
trading to take place where possible and that further meetings are 
scheduled in this regard.  
 
ANY OTHER BUSINESS (MINUTE NO. 73/20) 
 
The Town Clerk updated Members in regard to the position with the street 
cleaning contract and that she was awaiting information from Powys 
County Council in this regard but it will hopefully be resumed in early 
August. Councillor Dorrance noted that a group of volunteers had been 
around cleaning the town centre on Wednesdays and Sunday’s and asked 
for thanks to be recorded. 
 
Subject to the foregoing 
 
 IT WAS RESOLVED 
 
 THAT the Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 22 
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June 2020 be taken as read, approved as a true record, 
and signed.  

 
87/20 FINANCE AND COMMISSIONING OF CONTRACTS COMMITTEE – 15 

JUNE 2020 
 

The Minutes of the Finance and Commissioning of Contracts Committee 
held on 15 June 2020 (Pages 12 – 16) (copies of which had been 
previously circulated) 
 
 IT WAS RESOLVED 
 

THAT the Minutes of the Finance and Commissioning of 
Contracts Committee held on 15 June 2020 be taken as read, 
approved as a true record, and signed. 

 

88/20 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

 
 As Councillors Davies, Rijnenberg and Williams declared an interest in 

this agenda item, they left the meeting and took no part in discussions.   
 

(a) Submitted – Schedule of Planning Applications received from 
Brecon Beacons National Park Authority (copies of which had been 
previously circulated - C(A)). 

(b) Submitted – letter received from the planning inspectorate (copies 
of which had been previously circulated C(A)(i) 

(c) Submitted – Schedule of Decisions of the Brecon Beacons National 
Park Authority (copies of which were circulated at the meeting – 
C(B)). 

 
The Council considered the additional applications received as shown on 
the schedule. 

 
RESOLVED 

 
(a) THAT the Council has no observations in relation to the 

planning applications contained in the attached C(A) 
schedule application no’s. 4324 to 4329. 

(b) THAT the letter received from the planning inspectorate 
as attached at C(A)(i) be received.  

 (c) THAT the schedule contained in the attached C(B) be 
received and noted. 

 
Councillors Davies, Rijnenberg and Williams were contacted by the 
Administrative Officer at this point to re-join the meeting.  

 
89/20 APPLICATIONS FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 
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 Submitted - Schedule of applications received for financial assistance 

(copies of which had been previously circulated – Attachment C(C)). 
 

Having considered the financial aspects and other details of all the 
applications received at attachment C(D) it was – 

 
  RESOLVED  
 

THAT the undermentioned applications for financial assistance 
be dealt with as follows: 

      
MARIE CURIE POWYS NURSING SERVICE 

 
 RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY 
  

THAT a grant of £200 be awarded to Marie Curie Powys 
Nursing Service. 

 
 90/20 BUDGET V ACTUAL TO JUNE 2020 
 
 Submitted C(E) Budget V Actual reports as at 30 June 2020. 
 
  THIS information was taken as received and noted.  
 
91/20 RISK ASSESSMENT – COVID-19 GENERAL WORKPLACE SAFETY 

RISK ASSESSMENT 
 

 Submitted C(F) a risk assessment concerning COVID-10 general 
workplace safety. The Town Clerk explained this agenda item for the 
benefit of Members and explained that the risk assessment had been 
received from One Voice Wales but had been tailored to our needs and 
that it had been circulated to all staff members and volunteers and that the 
risk assessment convers everyone in our work spaces. The Mayor 
thanked the Town Clerk for her work that had gone into this and explained 
to Members that this was a working document and would be updated 
when required.  

 
   RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
   THAT this information be taken as received and noted.   
 
92/20 RISK ASSESSMENT – COVID-19 PUBLIC TOILETS RISK 

ASSESSMENT / LEGIONELLA REPORTS FOR PUBLIC TOILETS AND 
THE GUILDHALL ACTIONS 
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 The Mayor noted that tis agenda item and the next agenda item could be 
discussed at this point and therefore the next agenda item was brought 
forward. 

 
 Submitted C(G) a risk assessment concerning COVID-10 public toilets 
and C(H) legionella reports for public toilets and Guildhall actions. The 
Town Clerk explained this agenda item for the benefit of Members and 
explained that actions as detailed in the reports for the public toilets and 
the guildhall had either been completed or would be completed 
imminently.   

 
   RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
   THAT this information be taken as received and noted.   
 
93/20 LETTER RECEIVED FROM COUNCILLOR K BRELSTAFF, 

LLANDRINDOD WELLS TOWN COUNCIL 

 
 Submitted C(I) a letter received from Councillor K Brelstaff, Llandrindod 
Wells Town Council concerning a declaration of climate emergency. The 
Mayor explained this agenda item for the benefit of Members. It was noted 
that this was a vital issue and Members wished to respond positively to the 
letter and the questionnaire, and welcomed a cross party working group 
across the County. Members discussed the questionnaire and agreed 
answers to each question. 
 
  RESOLVED  
 
  THAT the Town Clerk responds on behalf of the Council to the  
  questionnaire as agreed, and that a working group consisting 
  of Councillors Ham, Matthews and Davies appointed to 
  represent Brecon Town Council’s views in this regard. 

 
94/20 REPORT – POETRY TRAIL 
  

Submitted C(J) a report concerning the poetry trail. The Town Clerk 
explained this agenda item for the benefit of Members. She informed 
Members that she had enquired about potential fitting costs with local 
builders but none were able to provide quotes due to backlogs of work. 
Members queried whether the poem could be bilingual and the Town 
Clerk informed Members that this would need to be looked at from the 
perspective of whether it would fit onto the benches and it also should be 
noted that this will increase costs as the engraving is per letter. Members 
noted the budget of £6,000 for this project and felt that this should be 
increased by a further £2,000.  
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 RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

THAT the budget for this project be increased to £8,000 and 
that the poem submitted be accepted for use, and that the 
options for a bilingual inscription, and the style of the 
benches, be delegated to the Town Clerk in consultation with 
Councillors Walsh, Powell, Perry, and Dorrance.  

 
95/20 CASUAL VACANCY 
 

 The Town Clerk informed members that a letter of resignation had been 
received from Councillor Manny Trailor and outlined the process that is 
required to fill the vacancy. Members noted their thanks to Councillor 
Trailor and requested that a letter of appreciation be sent to him. The 
Town Clerk informed Members that a notice of vacancy would be issued 
the following day and outlined dates. 
 
  RESOLVED 

 
   THIS information as received and noted and the vacancy 
   was formally declared.  
 
 Councillor Weale left the meeting at this point and did not return.  
 
96/20 CONSIDERATION OF UPCOMING EVENTS – REMEMBRANCE 

SUNDAY AND BRECON WITH BELLS ON 
 
 The Town Clerk informed Members that she wished to get a feel for the 

appetite for whether remembrance events and Brecon with bells on will be 
feasible this year and gave an overview of arrangements in place in 
regard to these forthcoming events. Members noted that some Welsh 
cities have cancelled their Christmas events and concerns about 
outbreaks and social distancing were noted as well as concerns with 
regard to loss of trading if events do not go ahead. After lengthy 
discussion it was 

 
  RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

THAT the decision be delegated to the Town Clerk in 
agreement with the Mayor, Deputy Mayor, and the Chairs and 
Vice Chairs of the Finance and Commissioning of Contracts 
and Environment and Events Committees.  

 
97/20 LIST OF DECISIONS TAKEN UNDER DELEGATED POWERS 
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Submitted C(K) a list of decisions taken under delegated powers. 
Members requested that another column be added to the list to show the 
cost implications to this Council.  
 
  THIS information was taken as received and noted. 

 
98/20 REPORT OF WORKING GROUP – RATS 
 

Submitted C(L) a report of the working group – rats. Members discussed 
this item in detail. It was noted that the first bullet point should be 
amended to request that Powys County Council acts as per the legislation 
where they are the landowner. 
 
 RESOLVED 

 
  THE content of the report was received and noted and the 

proposed actions be implemented.   
 
99/20 LETTER RECEIVED FROM BRECON COUNTY SHOW 
 

Submitted C(O) a letter received from Brecon County Show concerning 
the access issues at Gwennies Lane. Councillor Williams explained this 
agenda item for the benefit of Members. Members suggested that a radar 
key may be a potential solution agreeable to both parties which will enable 
less able bodied anglers’ access to the fishing beat, whilst still preventing 
access for antisocial behaviour concerns.  
 
 RESOLVED  

 
  THAT the Town Clerk responds to suggest that a radar key 

lock be installed on the gate to offer a solution that may be 
acceptable to both parties.   

 
100/20 PR OPPORTUNITIES ARISING FROM THE MEETING 
 

The reopening of the public toilets, Visit Brecon office and play areas / 
poetry trail / the work of the working group for vermin / support of the High 
Street with regard to outside trading.   

 
101/20 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 

Councillor Williams asked when the Council would be able to meet face-to-
face again. The Town Clerk informed Members that the guidance states 
that meetings should still be held remotely where possible and only if it is 
essential that face to face meetings take place then this can happen. 
However, as the remote meetings have been successful, for the 
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foreseeable future these will continue but that she would keep Members 
informed and up-to-date as any changes to the guidance occurs.  
 

102/20 EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS 
 
SECTION B 

 
  RESOLVED 
 

THAT in view of the confidential nature of the business about 
to be transacted whereby matters of a possible personal 
nature might be discussed in relation to the finances or staff of 
the Council, and matters of a sensitive nature, it was advisable 
in the public interest that the public and press be temporarily 
excluded and that they be instructed to withdraw from the 
meeting. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


