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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE BRECON TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE 
COUNCIL CHAMBER AND REMOTELY VIA ZOOM ON MONDAY 25 
SEPTEMBER 2023 AT 7.00 P.M. 
 
219/23 PRESENT 
 
  Councillor M Davies (Mayor in the Chair) 
  Councillor J Powell 
  Councillor M Matthews 
  Councillor M Dorrance 
  Councillor R Thomas 
  Councillor T Fretten 
  Councillor C Walton 
  Councillor L Rijnenberg OBE 
  Councillor D Meredith 
  

In Attendance:  Fiona Williams (Town Clerk) 
    Rhys Ridge-Evans (Administrative Officer) 
 Belle Arthur (Youth Representative)(left 

8:05pm) 
A/Insp S Morris (Dyfed Powys Police) (left 
7:15pm)  
PC S Beaton ((Dyfed Powys Police) (left 
7:15pm)  
Two Youth Representative Applicants (left 
7:15pm) 
Tracy Parry (Brecon Foodbank) (left 7:05pm) 
Seven members of the public (left 7:15pm) 
 

All of the above mentioned people attended in person, there were none present 
via zoom.  
 
  Not in attendance: Councillor N Kilgallon 
     Councillor S Drinan  
 
220/23 PRESENTATIONS 
 

In deference to the Agenda, the Mayor welcomed A/Inspector Scott Morris 
to the meeting and invited him to introduce himself. A/Inspector Morris 
thanked the Mayor for the opportunity to introduce himself and informed 
Members that he was looking forward to working with the Town Council. 
The Mayor thanked A/Insp Morris for his time.  
 
The Mayor then welcomed Ms Tracy Parry of Brecon Foodbank to explain 
the referral scheme. Ms Parry thanked the Mayor for the opportunity and 
explained the referral scheme in brief for Members and queried whether 
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Brecon Town Council would be interested in becoming a referrer. 
Members discussed the referral scheme and agreed that Brecon Town 
Council would be interested in becoming a referrer. The Mayor thanked 
Ms Parry for her time, and Ms Parry left the meeting and did not return.  
 
The Mayor then welcomed the two applicants for the Youth 
Representative Scheme to the meeting, and invited them to give their 
presentations. The two applicants took turn in giving their presentations 
and Members had the opportunity to ask questions, which the applicants 
answered. The Mayor thanked the applicants for giving their time today, 
and they left the chamber, along with the seven members of the public, 
and the two officers from Dyfed Powys Police.  

  
221/23 APOLOGIES 

 
Apologies were received from Councillors Stone, Perry, Morgans, and 
Walsh. 

 
222/23 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 Councillor Rijnenberg, along with the Town Clerk, and Administrative 

Officer declared an intertest in the grant application from the Happy Feet 
Runners at agenda item 13. The Mayor declared an interest in agenda 
item 7. Councillors Dorrance and Meredith declared an interest in agenda 
item 10.  

 
223/23 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 The Mayor informed Members that there were no announcements to 

make, other than thanks to those present for attending her Civic Sunday. 
The Mayor also informed Members that she was holding another 
fundraiser this Friday at the Muse.   

 
224/23 YOUTH REPRESENTATIVE REPORT 
 

The Youth Representative suggested looking into options for a Park Run 
in Brecon. Councillor Rijnenberg informed Members that work is ongoing 
into developing a park run for Brecon, and a meeting is planned in the 
coming weeks with representatives with Park Run, and that an update will 
be provided in due course.   
 
SECTION A 
 

225/23 MINUTES 
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The Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 24 July 2023 (Pages 50 
– 56) (copies of which had been previously circulated) were considered 

 
 IT WAS RESOLVED 
 

THAT the Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on 
24 July 2023 be taken as read, approved as a true record, and 
signed.  

 
226/23 PLANNING, GUILDHALL AND STAFFING COMMITTEE – 4 

SEPTEMBER 2023 
 

The Minutes of the Planning, Guildhall and Staffing Committee held on 4 
September 2023 (pages 60 – 62) (copies of which had been previously 
circulated) were considered 

 
227/23 ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 
 
 APOLOGIES (MINUTE NO 206/23) 
 

Councillor Meredith informed Members that he gave his apologies due to 
the fact that his internet wasn’t working at the time of the meeting. Subject 
to this,  

 
IT WAS RESOLVED 

 
THAT the Minutes of the Meeting of the Planning, Guildhall and 
Staffing Committee held on 4 September 2023 be taken as 
read, approved as a true record, and signed. 

 
228/23 FINANCE AND COMMISSIONING OF CONTRACTS COMMITTEE – 4 

SEPTEMBER 2023 
 

The Minutes of the Finance and Commissioning of Contracts Committee 
held on 4 September 2023 (Page 65) (copies of which had been previously 
circulated) were considered 
 
 IT WAS RESOLVED 
 

THAT the Minutes of the Finance and Commissioning of 
Contracts Committee held on 4 September 2023 be taken as 
read, approved as a true record, and signed. 

 

229/23 YOUTH REPRESENTATIVE SCHEME APPLICATIONS 
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As the Mayor declared an interest in this agenda item, she asked the 
Deputy Mayor to chair this part of the meeting, and left the chamber and 
took no part in discussions.  
 
The Deputy Mayor invited Members to make comments on the 
applications received for the Youth Representative scheme. The Town 
Clerk informed Members that one of the applicants had given their 
apologies for not attending the meeting due to sickness. Members noted 
that as the third applicant was unable to attend, it was suggested to defer 
the decision until after the third applicant has had the opportunity to give a 
presentation.  
 

RESOLVED 
 

THAT this item be deferred to the October meeting, and that 
the Town Clerk investigates options for the involvement of 
more than two youth representatives as per current policy.  

 
 The Mayor returned to the chamber and reassumed the Chair.    
 
230/23 WHITE RIBBON ACCREDITATION 
 
 Submitted C(A) information relating to becoming a White Ribbon 

Accredited Organisation. Members discussed this item in detail, and it was 
 
  RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

THAT Brecon Town Council becomes an Accredited White 
Ribbon organisation.  
 

231/23 PETITION – DRAG STORY ACT 
  

The Town Clerk informed Members that a petition in relation to the Drag 
Story Act at Brecon Pride has been received. The Town Clerk informed 
Members that this Council has no legal obligation to act upon it, but the 
Council may wish to consider the view of those noted to be residents of 
Brecon. The Town Clerk informed Members that 76 signatures are on the 
petition, only one of which is from Brecon.  
 
  RESOLVED 
 

   THAT this information be taken as received and noted.  
 
232/23 RESPONSE FROM POWYS COUNTY COUNCIL – PLANNING 

APPLICATION FOR FORMER ROY HATTON CAR SALES 
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 As Councillor Dorrance declared an interest in this agenda item, he left the 
chamber and took no part in the discussion.  

 
Submitted C(B) response received from Powys County Council concerning 
the planning application for the former Roy Hatton Car Sales dated 24 
August 2023. Councillor Rijnenberg explained this agenda item, and noted 
her disappointment in the decision to not include a day centre at the 
proposed site. Councillor Rijnenberg informed members that a 
consultation is planned and that it is important that this reaches those 
affected. Members discussed the response in detail, following which it was  

 
   RESOLVED 
 

THAT the Town Clerk responds to advise that the response is 
very disappointing, and that it is the view of this Council that a 
new day centre for Brecon should be provided at this site, and 
to request involvement in the focus group that will be issuing 
a consultation.  

 
 Councillor Dorrance returned to the chamber.  
 
233/23 THE WELSH OMBUDSMAN’S PUBLIC CONSULTATION: OUR 

EQUALITY PLAN 2023-2026 
 

Submitted C(C) information relating to the Welsh Ombudsman’s Public 
Consultation: Our Equality Plan 2023-206. Members discussed this item, 
and it was  

 
   RESOLVED 
 
   THAT individual responses be submitted to the consultation if 
   Members so wish.  
 
234/23 SCHEDULE OF APPLICATIONS 
 
 Submitted - Schedule of applications received for financial assistance 

(copies of which had been previously circulated - Attachment C(D)). 
 

Having considered the financial aspects and other details of all the 
applications received (attachment C(E)) it was – 

 
  RESOLVED  
 

THAT the undermentioned applications for financial assistance 
be dealt with as follows: 
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 KIDS CANCER CHARITY 
 
 Members discussed this application in detail, and it was  
 
  RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
  THAT a grant of £500 be awarded to the Kids Cancer Charity.   
 
 HAPPY FEET RUNNERS  
 

As Councillor Rijnenberg declared an interest in this agenda item, she left 
the meeting and took no part in discussions. As the Town Clerk and 
Administrative Officer are not decision makers, they were not required to 
leave the chamber.  
 
Members discussed this application in detail, and it was 
 
 RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 THAT a grant of £950 be awarded to the Happy Feet Runners.  

 
 BRECON STORY 
 

Members discussed this application in lengthy detail with queries being 
made relating to the future grant aid being amended to £5000 for 2024/25. 
Subject to this, it was 
 
 RESOLVED 
 

THAT a grant of £1000 be awarded to Brecon Story for 2023/24 
and that the applicant be invited to the next Council meeting to 
address queries raised by Members in relation to the proposed 
increase for 2024/25. 

 
235/23 FRIENDS OF ST MARY’S BRECON – REQUEST FOR 

REPRESENTATIVE 
 
 Submitted C(F) a request for a representative to join the Friends of St 

Mary’s Brecon. Members discussed this item, and it was 
 
   RESOLVED 
 
   THAT Councillor Rijnenberg be Brecon Town Council’s 
   representative on the Friends of St Marys.  
 
236/23 PR OPPORTUNITIES ARISING FROM THE MEETING 
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The Foodbank referral scheme / white ribbon accreditation / grant aid / 
Park Run idea from the Youth Representative and to include Councillor 
Rijnenberg’ comments / Guest Column at the Brecon and Radnor  

 
237/23 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 

The Mayor informed Members that she has been asked to become the 
president of the local Air Cadets detachment until July. It was agreed that 
it should be the Mayor in Office.  
 

238/23 EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS 

 
SECTION B 

 
  RESOLVED 
 

THAT in view of the confidential nature of the business about 
to be transacted whereby matters of a possible personal 
nature might be discussed in relation to the finances or staff of 
the Council, and matters of a sensitive nature, it was advisable 
in the public interest that the public and press be temporarily 
excluded and that they be instructed to withdraw from the 
meeting. 

  
 The Youth Representative left the meeting at this point and did not return.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


