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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE BRECON TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE 
COUNCIL CHAMBER AND REMOTELY VIA ZOOM ON MONDAY 23 OCTOBER 
2023 AT 7.00 P.M. 
 
298/23 PRESENT 
 
  Councillor J Powell (Deputy Mayor in the Chair) 
  Councillor M Dorrance (remote) 
  Councillor R Thomas 
  Councillor C Walton 
  Councillor N Stone 
  Councillor S Drinan 
  Councillor C Walsh (remote) 
  Councillor N Kilgallon 
  Councillor M Perry (remote) 
  

In Attendance:  Fiona Williams (Town Clerk) 
    Rhys Ridge-Evans (Administrative Officer) 
 Belle Arthur (Youth Representative)(left 

7:33pm) 
Elizabeth Jeffreys (Brecon Story) (remote) (left 
7:22pm)  
Andy Collinson (Brecon Story) (remote) (left 
7:22pm)  
Carla Rapoport (Brecon Story) (remote) (left 
7:22pm)  
Two members of the public (left 8:54pm) 

 
299/23 PRESENTATION 
 
 The Deputy Mayor welcomed representatives from Brecon Story to the 

meeting, and invited them to give their presentation. Ms Jeffreys thanked 
Members for their time this evening and started the presentation followed 
by Ms Rapoport and Mr Collinson. After the presentation, Members had the 
opportunity to ask questions, and raised queries concerning the grant 
application funding. The Brecon Story representatives confirmed that they 
will be submitting an amended grant application and that the previously 
submitted application form will be superseded. The Deputy Mayor thanked 
the representatives of Brecon Story for their time this evening, and they left 
the meeting and did not return.  

  
300/23 APOLOGIES 

 
Apologies were received from Councillors Davies, Matthews, Fretten, 
Rijnenberg, and Meredith.  
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301/23 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 There were no declarations of interest.   
 
302/23 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 The Deputy Mayor was unaware of any announcements, other than the 

fashion show this Friday.    
 
303/23 YOUTH REPRESENTATIVE REPORT 
 

The Youth Representative suggested looking into options for improvements 
to the facilities for the Brecon Athletics Club, specifically to improve toilet 
facilities and to provide somewhere to refill water bottles. At this point, the 
Town Clerk provided Members with an update in relation to a potential Park 
Run, provided by Councillor Rijnenberg and advised that a successful 
meeting has taken place with Park Run Ambassadors and relevant local 
organisations, and that Councillor Rijnenberg is working alongside 
colleagues with a view to establishing a Park Run in March 2024. 
 
SECTION A 
 

304/23 MINUTES 
 

The Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 25 September 2023 
(Pages 65 – 71) (copies of which had been previously circulated) were 
considered 

 
 IT WAS RESOLVED 
 

THAT the Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on 
25 September 2023 be taken as read, approved as a true record, 
and signed.  

 
305/23 PLANNING, GUILDHALL AND STAFFING COMMITTEE – 2 OCTOBER 

2023 
 

The Minutes of the Planning, Guildhall and Staffing Committee held on 2 
October 2023 (pages 74 – 76) (copies of which had been previously 
circulated) were considered 

 
IT WAS RESOLVED 

 
THAT the Minutes of the Meeting of the Planning, Guildhall and 
Staffing Committee held on 2 October 2023 be taken as read, 
approved as a true record, and signed. 
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306/23 FINANCE AND COMMISSIONING OF CONTRACTS COMMITTEE – 2 

OCTOBER 2023 
 

The Minutes of the Finance and Commissioning of Contracts Committee 
held on 2 October 2023 (Pages 78 – 79) (copies of which had been 
previously circulated) were considered 
 
 IT WAS RESOLVED 
 

THAT the Minutes of the Finance and Commissioning of 
Contracts Committee held on 2 October 2023 be taken as read, 
approved as a true record, and signed. 

 
307/23 ENVIRONMENT AND EVENTS COMMITTEE – 3 OCTOBER 2023 
 

The Minutes of the Environment and Events Committee held on 3 October 
2023 (Pages 80 – 85) (copies of which had been previously circulated) were 
considered 
 
 IT WAS RESOLVED 
 

THAT the Minutes of the Environment and Events Committee 
held on 3 October 2023 be taken as read, approved as a true 
record, and signed. 

 

308/23 MEMBERS UPDATE REPORT – BRECON JAZZ  
 
  
 
309/23 SCHEDULE OF APPLICATIONS 
 
 Submitted - Schedule of applications received for financial assistance 

(copies of which had been previously circulated - Attachment C(A)). 
 

Having considered the financial aspects and other details of all the 
applications received (attachment C(B)) it was – 

 
  RESOLVED  
 

THAT the undermentioned applications for financial assistance 
be dealt with as follows: 

 
 THEATR BRYCHEINIOG 
 
 Members discussed this application in detail, and it was  
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  RESOLVED  
 
  WITH 7 votes in favour, 1 against, and 1 abstention, that  a 

grant of £15000 be awarded to Theatr Brycheiniog.    
 
 BRECON BUZZ 
 

Members discussed this application in detail, and it was 
 
 RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 THAT a grant of £3000 be awarded to Brecon Buzz to be paid 

in the 2024/25 financial year.   
 
 BRECON STORY 
 

Further to notification from Brecon Story representatives earlier in the 
meeting this application was withdrawn.  

 
310/23 ECOLOGY REPORT 
  

Submitted C(C) Ecology Report deferred from the inquorate Finance and 
Commissioning of Contracts Committee. The Town Clerk explained this 
agenda item for the benefit of Members. Members noted the 
recommendations of the report and the detail contained within.  
 
  RESOLVED 
 

   THAT this information be taken as received, noted, and 
   agreed.  
 
311/23 YOUTH REPRESENTATIVES SCHEME APPLICATIONS 
 

The Deputy Mayor informed Members that one of the applicants for the 
vacancy has withdrawn their application, and therefore, the two applicants 
that attended last month’s meeting are the only applicants for the vacancy. 
The Town Clerk provided an overview regarding the legislative limitations 
concerning the numbers of Youth Representative positions. The Deputy 
Mayor called for a vote for each candidate. The first vote was discounted 
due to insufficient Councillors voting. A second vote was then taken, and 
with 4 votes in favour, it was 

 
   RESOLVED 
 

THAT Rhys Gillard be appointed as the Youth Representative. It 
was also agreed to write to both candidates expressing the 
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thanks and appreciation of attending the meeting last month.   
 
312/23 YOUTH REPRESENTATIVE ARTICLES / COLUMN – BRECON AND 

RADNOR EXPRESS 
 

 The Town Clerk informed Members that the Brecon and Radnor Express 
are willing to have an article or column from the Youth Representatives of 
this Council to be included in future editions.  

 
   RESOLVED 
 
   THAT this information be taken as received and noted.  
 
313/23 REPORT – APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES  
 

Submitted C(D) a report concerning the appointment of representatives at 
Committee meetings, prepared by the Town Clerk and dated 3 October 
2023.   

 
   RESOLVED 
 
   THAT this information be taken as received and noted.  
 
314/23 NOTICE OF MOTION 
 
 Submitted C(E) a Notice of Motion in the names of Councillor Steve 

Morgans, and Councillor Nigel Kilgallon. Members discussed this item in 
lengthy detail, in particular, the content of Brecon Town Council’s minutes, 
and the transparency of the same. The Town Clerk provided an overview of 
how the minutes are currently published, and the accessibility of the same, 
including the audio and video recordings of Council meetings. Following 
discussion, it was 
 
 RESOLVED 
 

THAT the Notice of Motion be redrafted and re-presented to a 
later Council meeting.  

 
315/23 Y GAER QUARTERLY REPORT 
 
 Submitted C(F) Y Gaer quarterly report.  
 
   RESOLVED 
 
   THAT this information be taken as received and noted. 
 
316/23 NOTICE OF CONCLUSION OF AUDIT 
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 Submitted C(G) Notice of Conclusion of Audit. The Town Clerk confirmed 
that the audit has been received as unqualified again.   
 
  RESOLVED 
  
  THAT this information be taken as received and noted.  

 
317/23 LETTER FROM BLACKROCK – G T HARLEY THOMAS TRUST 
 
 Submitted C(H) a letter from Blackrock concerning the G T Harley Thomas 

 Trust which relates to the Duke of Wellington statue. The Town Clerk 
explained this agenda item for the benefit of Members.  
 
  THIS information was taken as received, read, and noted.  

 
318/23 ONLINE BANKING UPDATE 
 
 The Town Clerk informed Members that issues have been experienced 
 with the online banking access which has resulted in many hours of 
 telephone meetings for some Members and the Finance Officer to resolve. 
 A small amount of compensation has been received from Lloyds Bank for 
 the inconvenience experienced due to faults in their system and to cover 
 the cost of calls. The issues now appear to be resolved, and the online 
 banking is functioning.  

 
  THIS information was taken as received and noted.  

 
319/23 DRAFT BUDGET / PRECEPT 2024/25 
 
 Submitted C(I) draft precept / budget for 2024/25 prepared by the Town 

 Clerk. The Town Clerk explained that the amount in the precept in the first 
draft is the balancing figure between budgeted income and expenditure, 
which gives an approximate increase of 5.5% and no draw on reserves. The 
Town Clerk then provided information about the reserves as at 31 March 
2023, predicted mid-year figures, and predicted opening reserves. The 
Town Clerk explained that all Committee requests have been included along 
with the usual allocations for administrative costs and projects etc. 
Councillor Walsh gave an overview of the figures and further explained 
some of the provisions in the draft budget. 
 
  THIS information was taken as received and noted.  

 
320/23 DRAFT INDEPENDENT REMUNERATION PANEL ANNUAL REPORT 
  
 Submitted C(J) Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales Annual Draft 
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 Report and consultation. The Town Clerk explained that this is the 
consultation part of the exercise and Members are able to submit their views 
/ comments, and that the actual figures will be presented in 2024 in due 
course.  
 
  THIS information was taken as received and noted.  

 
321/23 PR OPPORTUNITIES ARISING FROM THE MEETING 
 

The Grant Aid / Youth Representative Appointment  
 
322/23 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 

The Town Clerk informed Members about the Santa Dash being arranged 
by EPM events for Sunday 3 December, and that support in principle has 
been requested for the event, with donations to be made to the Mayor’s 
Charities. This was noted.  
 
The Town Clerk also enquired with Members about their previous request 
for the Public Service Board to provide a presentation at a Council meeting, 
and advised that the representative is willing to come to the November 
meeting, but that an online will be run for all Town and Community Council’s 
in December 2023 or January 2024 and wondered whether Members would 
prefer to attend that event instead. Following discussion it was agreed to 
continue with the request for attendance at a Council meeting and any 
Members preferring to attend the online event, would be able to do so.   
 

323/23 EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS 

 
SECTION B 

 
  RESOLVED 
 

THAT in view of the confidential nature of the business about to 
be transacted whereby matters of a possible personal nature 
might be discussed in relation to the finances or staff of the 
Council, and matters of a sensitive nature, it was advisable in 
the public interest that the public and press be temporarily 
excluded and that they be instructed to withdraw from the 
meeting. 

  
 The two members of the public left the meeting at this point and did not 

return.  
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Those present remotely confirmed that they were alone and could not be 
overheard or seen.  

 

324/23 MINUTES 
 

The Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 25 September 2023 
(Pages 72 – 73) (copies of which had been previously circulated) were 
considered 

 
 IT WAS RESOLVED 
 

THAT the Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on 
25 September 2023 be taken as read, approved as a true record, 
and signed.  

 
325/23 PLANNING, GUILDHALL AND STAFFING COMMITTEE – 2 OCTOBER 

2023 
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The Minutes of the Planning, Guildhall and Staffing Committee held on 2 
October 2023 (page 77) (copies of which had been previously circulated) 
were considered 

 
IT WAS RESOLVED 

 
THAT the Minutes of the Meeting of the Planning, Guildhall and 
Staffing Committee held on 2 October 2023 be taken as read, 
approved as a true record, and signed. 

 
326/23 ENVIRONMENT AND EVENTS COMMITTEE – 3 OCTOBER 2023 
 

The Minutes of the Environment and Events Committee held on 3 October 
2023 (Pages 86 – 87) (copies of which had been previously circulated) were 
considered 

 
327/23 ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 
 
 BUNTING (MINUTE NO. 294/23) 
 

The Town Clerk informed Members that following discussion with 
representatives of Aberhonddu Angels, whilst they were in some ways 
honoured that it has been suggested to use their bunting for the town 
bunting, there is some disquiet amongst their members about using it for 
this purpose when it was created for Brecon Pride. The Town Clerk 
explained that bunting needs to be organised fairly quickly so that it is in 
hand for early January for the contractors to put up, and following 
discussion,  
 
 IT WAS RESOLVED 
 

THAT the Minutes of the Environment and Events Committee 
held on 3 October 2023 be taken as read, approved as a true 
record, and signed, and that the Town Clerk be delegated to 
make a decision concerning the bunting in consultation with the 
Chair of the Environment and Events Committee.  

 
328/23 VALUATIONS OF GUILDHALL AND CONTENTS 
 

Submitted C(K) valuations of the Guildhall, contents and land owned by 
Brecon Town Council. The Town Clerk informed Members that this has 
been received following the inspection in January, and noted that some 
valuations have gone up, and some have gone down, and that these would 
now be forwarded onto the Town Council’s insurers for information to adjust 
the premium accordingly. The Town Clerk also informed Members that 



 Council Meeting 23 October 2023  

  - 97 - 
 

McCartneys have reduced their bill from £1400 to £800 as it has taken from 
January 2023 until now for the reports to be produced.  
 
 RESOLVED 
 

THAT this information be taken as received and noted.  
 
329/23 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 

There were no items.  
 
350/23 TERMINATION 
 
 The meeting concluded at 8:59pm. 
 
Mrs Fiona Williams 
Town Clerk 
 
Mayor ………………… 

 


