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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE BRECON TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE 
COUNCIL CHAMBER AND REMOTELY VIA ZOOM ON MONDAY 27 
NOVEMBER 2023 AT 7.00 P.M. 
 
383/23 PRESENT 

 
Councillor M Davies (Mayor in the Chair)  
Councillor J Powell  

  Councillor M Dorrance (remote) 
  Councillor R Thomas 
  Councillor C Walton 
  Councillor N Stone 
  Councillor S Drinan (remote) 
  Councillor C Walsh  
  Councillor N Kilgallon 
  Councillor M Perry  
  Councillor D Meredith 
  Councillor M Matthews 
  Councillor T Fretten 
  Councillor L Rijnenberg OBE 
  

In Attendance:  Fiona Williams (Town Clerk) 
    Rhys Ridge-Evans (Administrative Officer) 
 Belle Arthur (Youth Representative)(left 

7:30pm) 
Rhys Gillard (Youth Representative)(left 
7:30pm) 
Two members of the public (remote) (left 
8:05pm) 

 
384/23 APOLOGIES 

 
Apologies were received from Councillor S Morgans.   

 
385/23 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 Councillor Dorrance declared an interest in agenda item 7. Councillor 

Fretten declared an interest in agenda 21 immediately before that agenda 
item was discussed.    

 
386/23 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 The Mayor said thank you to all those involved with making Brecon With 

Bells On a success. The Mayor also informed Members of her upcoming 
Christmas Concert due to be held in December.     
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387/23 YOUTH REPRESENTATIVE REPORT 
 

One of the Youth Representatives brought to the attention of Members 
that she has witnessed polystyrene containers in litter bins despite them 
having been banned by Welsh Government, and that the grass at the 
bowling green park hasn’t been cut and asked if this is something that 
could be looked at.   
 
SECTION A 
 

388/23 MINUTES 
 

The Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 23 October 2023 
(Pages 88 – 97) (copies of which had been previously circulated) were 
considered 

 
389/23 ARISING FROM THE MINUTES  
 
 MEMBERS UPDATE REPORT – BRECON JAZZ (MINUTE NO. 308/23) 
 

The Town Clerk informed Members that this would be discussed in the 
confidential part of the meeting. Subject to the foregoing, 

 
 IT WAS RESOLVED 
 

THAT the Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on 
23 October 2023 be taken as read, approved as a true record, 
and signed.  

 
390/23 PLANNING, GUILDHALL AND STAFFING COMMITTEE – 6 

NOVEMBER 2023 
 

The Minutes of the Planning, Guildhall and Staffing Committee held on 6 
November 2023 (pages 100 – 102) (copies of which had been previously 
circulated) were considered 

 
IT WAS RESOLVED 

 
THAT the Minutes of the Meeting of the Planning, Guildhall and 
Staffing Committee held on 6 November 2023 be taken as read, 
approved as a true record, and signed. 

 
391/23 FINANCE AND COMMISSIONING OF CONTRACTS COMMITTEE – 6 

NOVEMBER 2023 
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The Minutes of the Finance and Commissioning of Contracts Committee 
held on 6 November 2023 (Pages 105 – 107) (copies of which had been 
previously circulated) were considered 
 
 IT WAS RESOLVED 
 

THAT the Minutes of the Finance and Commissioning of 
Contracts Committee held on 6 November 2023 (be taken as 
read, approved as a true record, and signed. 

 

392/23 LETTER TO SIAN COX – BANNAU BRYCHEINIOG PLANNING 
APPLICATION REF 23/22009/CAC  

 
As Councillor Dorrance declared an interest in this agenda item, he was 
placed in the waiting room on Zoom, and took no part in discussions. 
Submitted C(A) a letter received from Sian Cox dated 23 October 2023, 
following a letter from this Council to her dated 3 October 2023. 
 

RESOLVED 
 
  THAT this item be taken as received and noted.  
 
393/23 EMAIL AND LETTER FROM BRECKNOCK GARDENING 

ASSOCIATION 
 
 Submitted C(B) an email and letter received from Brecknock Gardening 

Association concerning the closure of the Association. Members 
discussed this item, and it was 

 
  RESOLVED 
 
  THAT a letter be sent to the Association thanking them for all 

the work they have done over the years.  
 
394/23 NOTICE OF MOTION IN THE NAMES OF COUNCILLOR STEVE 

MORGANS AND COUNCILLOR NIGEL KILGALLON 
  

Submitted C(C) Notice of Motion in the names of Councillor Steve 
Morgans and Councillor Nigel Kilgallon. Members discussed this item. In 
the absence of Councillor Morgans, Councillor Kilgallon informed 
Members that he is happy for this to be postponed to the January meeting.   
 
  RESOLVED 
 

   THAT this Notice of Motion be postponed to the January 
   meeting.   
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395/23 FREE PARKING EXTENSION 
 

The Town Clerk informed Members that Powys County Council has 
offered free parking on Saturdays throughout December before Christmas, 
and informed Members that an extension has been agreed at the end of 
the current free parking, meaning that the last date for free parking will be 
Saturday 20 April 2024. 

 
   RESOLVED 
 

THAT this information be taken as received and noted.   
 
396/23 BUDGET V ACTUAL – OCTOBER 2023 
 

 Submitted C(D) Budget V Actual for October 2023.  
 
   RESOLVED 
 
   THAT this information be taken as received and noted.  
 
397/23 BANK RECONCILIATION – OCTOBER 2023 
 

Submitted C(E) Bank Reconciliation for October 2023. 
 
   RESOLVED 
 
   THAT this information be taken as received and noted.  
 

 Due to technical issues with sound in the chamber, there was a five 
minute pause at this point to address the issue.  

 
398/23 DRAFT BUDGET / PRECEPT 2024/25 FOR APPROVAL 
 
 Submitted C(F) draft budget / precept 2024/25 for approval. Councillor 

Walsh provided an overview of the draft budget / precept, and informed 
Members of the discussions that had recently taken place in respect of Y 
Gaer. Councillor Walsh also talked about the figures in the staffing budget 
and options for increasing the payment to Y Gaer, as well as providing an 
overview of the options in regard to utilising reserves or increasing precept 
to cover the budgeted spend. Following discussion, it was 
 
 RESOLVED 
 

THAT the tabled budget / precept 2024/25 be amended to 
provide that the precept amount for 2024/25 be 3.99% above 
the precept amount for 2023/24, and that the amount budgeted 
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for Y Gaer be increased to £40,000, and that with these 
amendments the budget/precept for 2024/25 be approved.  

 
399/23 PR OPPORTUNITIES ARISING FROM THE MEETING 
 

The free parking extension.   
 
400/23 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 

Councillor Rijnenberg reminded Members that the Police and Crime 
Commissioner is attending the Guildhall on Wednesday to talk to the 
Council.  
 
The Mayor informed Members that her Chaplain is in attendance to inform 
Members of her live nativity she has planned for Christmas Eve. Rev’d 
Bessant thanked Members for the opportunity to talk and explained her 
plans for the day and informed Members that help would be needed with 
some aspects of the day. Members noted this information.  
 
The Mayor notified Members that she has been approached by the Brecon 
and Radnor Express that she writes a regular column for the newspaper 
as Mayor, and would like the Councils support for her doing so and 
suggests that she writes about news from Brecon Town Council. This was 
agreed.  
 

401/23 EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS 

 
SECTION B 

 
  RESOLVED 
 

THAT in view of the confidential nature of the business about 
to be transacted whereby matters of a possible personal 
nature might be discussed in relation to the finances or staff of 
the Council, and matters of a sensitive nature, it was advisable 
in the public interest that the public and press be temporarily 
excluded and that they be instructed to withdraw from the 
meeting. 

  
 The two members of the public left the meeting at this point and did not 

return.  
 
 
 


