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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE BRECON TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE 
COUNCIL CHAMBER AND REMOTELY VIA ZOOM ON MONDAY 23 
SEPTEMBER 2024 AT 7.00 P.M. 
 
223/24 PRESENT 

 
Councillor J Powell (Mayor in the Chair) 

  Councillor D Meredith  
  Councillor T Fretten  
  Councillor R Thomas (remote) 
  Councillor C Walton (remote) 
  Councillor M Dorrance 
  Councillor L Rijnenberg OBE 
  Councillor S Morgans (arrived 7:11pm) (left 8:24pm) 
  

In Attendance:  Fiona Williams (Town Clerk) 
Rhys Ridge-Evans (Administrative Officer) 
Belle Arthur (Youth Representative) (left 
7:42pm) 
Rhys Gillard (Youth Representative) (remote) 
Tessa Craig (Powys Teaching Health Board) 
(left 7:40pm) 
Greg Langridge-Thomas (Powys County 
Council) (left 7:40pm) 
 

  Not in attendance: Councillor S Drinan 
 
224/24 PRESENTATION 
 

The Mayor welcomed Ms Craig and Mr Langridge-Thomas to the meeting 
and invited them to give their presentation on vaping. Ms Craig and Mr 
Langridge-Thomas thanked Members for allowing them to come and give 
their presentation to Council this evening and went on to give their 
presentation on vaping. After the presentation, Members had the 
opportunity to ask questions which Ms Craig and Mr Langridge-Thomas 
answered. The Mayor thanked Ms Craig and Mr Langridge-Thomas for their 
time this evening and they left the chamber and did not return.  

 
225/24 APOLOGIES 

 
Apologies were received from Councillors Perry, Davis, Stone, Matthews, 
and Walsh.   

 
226/24 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
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 The Mayor declared an interest in agenda item 14. Councillor Rijnenberg, 
the Town Clerk, and Administrative Officer declared an interest in agenda 
item 18 at the start of the agenda item.        

 
227/24 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 The Mayor informed Members that there were no announcements to be 

made this month and thanked Councillors Fretten and Drinan for their 
assistance at the reception he hosted on the previous Saturday.  

 
228/24 YOUTH REPRESENTATIVE REPORT 
 

Miss Arthur suggested a community art project at Y Gaer and Mr Gillard 
suggested additional bike racks in the town centre. It was noted to thank the 
Youth Representatives for their contribution to the Pokémon club and it’s 
success.  
 
SECTION A 
 

229/24 MINUTES 
 

The Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 22 July 2024 (Pages 45 
– 51) (copies of which had been previously circulated) were considered 

 
 IT WAS RESOLVED 
 

THAT the Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on 
22 July 2024 be taken as read, approved as a true record, and 
signed.  

 
230/24 PLANNING, GUILDHALL AND STAFFING COMMITTEE – 2 

SEPTEMBER 2024 
 

The Minutes of the Planning, Guildhall and Staffing Committee held on 2 
September 2024 (pages 55 – 57) (copies of which had been previously 
circulated) were considered 

 
IT WAS RESOLVED 

 
THAT the Minutes of the Meeting of the Planning, Guildhall and 
Staffing Committee held on 2 September 2024 be taken as read, 
approved as a true record, and signed. 

 
231/24 FINANCE AND COMMISSIONING OF CONTRACTS COMMITTEE – 2 

SEPTEMBER 2024 
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The Minutes of the Finance and Commissioning of Contracts Committee 
held on 2 September 2024 (Pages 60 – 61) (copies of which had been 
previously circulated) were considered 
 
 IT WAS RESOLVED 
 

THAT the Minutes of the Finance and Commissioning of 
Contracts Committee held on 2 September 2024 be taken as 
read, approved as a true record, and signed. 

 
232/24 STATEMENTS OF ACCOUNTS PAID – APRIL – JULY 2024 
 

Submitted C(B) statement of accounts paid for April – July 2024. 
 
 RESOLVED 
 

THAT the statements of accounts paid be taken as received and 
noted.   

 

233/24 BELL LANE AND OUTSIDE OLD LIBRARY 
  

Submitted C(B) photographs provided by Councillors Rijnenberg of Bell 
Lane. Councillor Rijnenberg informed Members that she has been 
approached by numerous residents about issues concerning Bell Lane. 
Councillor Rijnenberg also went on to explain that she has concerns 
regarding the unkempt appearance outside the old library building on Ship 
Street. Councillor Rijnenberg requested that this Council writes to Powys 
Building Control and the National Park Authority in relation to the concerns 
at Bell Lane and outside the old library.   
 
  RESOLVED 
 
 THAT letters be sent as requested.  
 

234/24 UPDATE – Y GAER  
 

Submitted C(C) an update received from Y Gaer. Members noted their 
ongoing disappointment in concerns regarding the lack of availability of the 
coffee shop, particularly on weekends. 

 
   RESOLVED 
 

THAT the Town Clerk writes to Powys County Council in regard 
to the concerns about the limited availability of the coffee shop 
at Y Gaer.    

 
235/24 SDF NOMINATION 
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 Submitted C(D) an email received from Bannau Brycheiniog National Park 

requesting an SDF nomination.  
 
  RESOLVED 
 

THAT Councillor Walsh be this Council’s nominee on the SDF 
panel.   

 
236/24 REPORT – BASKETBALL PROJECT 
 

Submitted C(E) basketball project update report dated 31 July 2024, 
prepared by the Town Clerk. Members discussed this item in detail and it 
was   

 
   RESOLVED 
 

THAT the funds be kept as an earmarked reserve towards a 
future new piece of equipment or equipment repair at Llanfaes 
Park.  

 
237/24 REQUEST FOR MEMORIAL BENCH IN LLANFAES PARK 
 

The Town Clerk informed Members that a request has been received by a 
Brecon resident to locate a bench in memory of a late family member at 
Llanfaes Park, and provided details of the proposal. Members discussed 
this item, and it was 

 
   RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY  

 
THAT the request be approved.  

 
238/24 REMOVAL OF SIGNATORIES – SMART MONEY CYMRU ACCOUNT 
 

The Town Clerk informed Members that information has been received from 
Smart Money Cymru about old signatories on the account, and that approval 
was needed for removal of them from the database. Members discussed 
this item, and it was 
 
  RESOLVED 
 
  THAT the old signatories be removed from the Smart Money 
  Cymru account.   

 
239/24 PROPOSED CHANGES TO MIU IN BRECON HOSPITAL 
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As The Mayor declared an interest in this agenda item, he left the chamber 
during the discussions. In the absence of the Mayor, Councillor Rijnenberg 
was appointed Chair to take this agenda item forward. Members discussed 
this agenda item in detail. During discussion, it was suggested that a letter 
is sent to Powys Teaching Health Board to raise concerns about the closure 
of the MIU in Brecon Hospital.  
 
  RESOLVED 
 

THAT the letter be sent to Powys Teaching Health Board as 
discussed.      

 
240/24 GRIEVANCE POLICY FOR REVIEW 

 
Submitted C(F) Grievance Policy for review. Members discussed this item 
in detail and noted that the policy isn’t clear on the system in which a 
grievance is brought forward. Members suggested contacting Powys 
County Council for their grievance policy and that a working group looks at 
this policy.  
 
  RESOLVED 
 

THAT the Town Clerk obtains a copy of Powys County Council’s 
Grievance Policy if possible and that Councillor Meredith 
consider this documentation and reports back to a future 
meeting.     

 
241/24 TO CONSIDER APPOINTING DEPUTY MAYOR AS ADDITIONAL 

TRUSTEE TO BRECKNOCK WELFARE TRUST 
  

The Mayor explained this agenda item for the benefit of Members. Members 
discussed this item, and it was 
 

   RESOLVED 
 
   THAT the Deputy Mayor is appointed as an additional Trustee 
   to the Brecknock Welfare Trust.  
 
242/24 DYFED-POWYS POLICE AND CRIME COMMISSIONER ENGAGEMENT 

EVENTS 
 

 Submitted C(G) information relating to the Dyfed-Powys Police and Crime 
Commissioner Engagement events.  
 
  RESOLVED 
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   THAT this information be taken as received and noted.  
 
243/24 GRANT APPLICATION DEFERRED FROM FINANCE AND 

COMMISSIONING OF CONTRACTS COMMITTEE 
 
 Councillor Rijnenberg declared an interest in this agenda item at this point, 

she left the chamber and took no part in discussion. The Town Clerk and 
Administrative Officer also declared an interest in this agenda item but were 
not required to leave the meeting.  

 
 Submitted C(H) grant application deferred from Finance and 

Commissioning of Contracts Committee. Members discussed this agenda 
item, and it was 

 
   RESOLVED 
 

 THAT a grant of £905 be approved to Happy Feet Runners 
(Brecon Athletic Club).   

 
244/24 TO DECLARE A CASUAL VACANCY 
 

The Town Clerk informed Members that a casual vacancy has occurred 
upon the disqualification of Councillor Nigel Kilgallon. Members queried 
what the process is going forward, and the Town Clerk explained the 
process.  
 
  RESOLVED 
 

THAT the Casual Vacancy be declared and that Notice of the 
vacancy be issued accordingly.  

 
245/24 PR OPPORTUNITIES ARISING FROM THE MEETING 
 

Grant aid / vaping presentation / Pokémon Club / Minor Injury Unit / Coffee 
Shop at Y Gaer / Bell Lane and Old Library / Casual Vacancy 

 
246/24 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 

The Town Clerk informed Members that a letter has been received 
concerning the Governing Body of Ysgol Golwg Pen-Y-Fan. It was noted 
that it requests one governor to represent the views of Brecon, Merthyr 
Cynog, and Trallong. The Town Clerk explained that she has requested 
further information regarding the governance surrounding this 
arrangements and this is awaited.      
 
Councillor Rijnenberg explained that following a consultation concerning the 
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bus services in Brecon it has been suggested that local Community Councils 
update the bus timetables within their areas providing that the Local 
Authority provides the timetables. It was noted that this would be presented 
to the Environment and Events Committee. 
 
The Mayor informed Members that communication has been received 
regarding proposals for a Christmas event to be staged in Brecon, and that 
this email has been circulated to all Councillors earlier that day.   
 
The Mayor also informed Members that during the reception on Saturday, a 
series of gifts were presented to Brecon Town Council by Coro Fodom. The 
Mayor explained that one of the gifts to the Council is a food hamper, and 
that the Mayor has been offered a sum of money for his charities for this 
item. This was noted and approved.  

 
247/24 EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS 

 
SECTION B 

 
  RESOLVED 
 

THAT in view of the confidential nature of the business about to 
be transacted whereby matters of a possible personal nature 
might be discussed in relation to the finances or staff of the 
Council, and matters of a sensitive nature, it was advisable in 
the public interest that the public and press be temporarily 
excluded and that they be instructed to withdraw from the 
meeting. 

  
   
 
 
 

 


