
 

 

BRECON TOWN COUNCIL 

Environment Wales Act 2016 – Part 1, Section 6 

The Biodiversity and Resilience of Ecosystems Duty Action Plan 2020 

 

Introduction and Context 

This Plan has been produced to comply with the Council’s legal obligation within the Environment (Wales) Act 2016, which imposes a duty to 

maintain and enhance biodiversity in the proper exercise of the Council’s functions and in doing so to promote the resilience of the 

ecosystems.  The Council should embed the consideration of biodiversity and ecosystems into its thinking and business planning, including 

within policies, plans and projects as well as day to day activities.  In order to achieve this, the Council will: 

• Consider the content of this Plan when making decisions 

• Monitor the effectiveness of the Plan and the Section 6 Report dated November 2019 through the Environment & Events Committee 

• Consider training for Members and Staff in relation to biodiversity 

The steps that will be taken to fulfil this commitment across each of the functions of the organisation shall, as far as possible, be guided by the 

six objectives of the Nature Recovery Action Plan for Wales (NRAP12) which have been identified to contribute to reversing the decline of 

biodiversity in Wales which are: 

• Objective 1: Engage and support participation and understanding to embed biodiversity throughout decision making at all levels 

 • Objective 2: Safeguard species and habitats of principal importance and improve their management 

 • Objective 3: Increase the resilience of our natural environment by restoring degraded habitats and habitat creation  

• Objective 4: Tackle key pressures on species and habitats 



 

 

 • Objective 5: Improve our evidence, understanding and monitoring 

• Objective 6: Put in place a framework of governance and support for delivery. 

Brecon Town Council owns/manages the following areas and buildings which are in various locations in Brecon and range in size. The 

maintenance and the biodiversity at each site is different and must be managed accordingly. 

 

 

1.  Llanfaes Park 

A recreational ground consisting of a children’s play area, a skate park and a  
playing field with goal posts.  Seating is provided, and there is one flower planter. 
 

Action Timescale Objective Update Dec 2021 Update Dec 2022 Update Dec 2023 Update Dec 2024 

Consider weed control 
methods and investigate 
alternative ,including 
training  

Spring/summer 
2020 

All Approved Oct 
2021 to trial 
weed control in 
house in 2022 
using greener 
products. 

Training 
completed by staff 
member.  Initial 
greener product 
used not 
successful.  
Alternative 
product required. 

Spraying no longer 
contracted out by 
BTC.  Carried out 
in house on an as 
required basis, 
and majority of 
weed work done 
manually. 

No change from 
2023 

Consider land management 
in accordance with advice 
provided by habitat 
specialists 

Summer 2020 
onwards 

All Ecological audit 
planned.  To 
commence as 
early as possible 
in 2022. 

Audit remains 
outstanding.  

 Work stream did 
not progress 



 

 

Creation of wildflower area Commenced 
Spring 2021 
onwards 

All Established 2021.  
Will be continued 
in 2022. 

Continued in 2022 
with additional 
planting Nov 2022 

Continued in 2023 
with additional 
planting Nov 2023 

Reviewed Oct 
2024 and 
continuing 

Tree planting project     Completed in 
2023.  Surveyed 
Nov 2023, 
replacement and 
additional trees 
planned for early 
2024. 

Further tree 
planting 
completed in 
Llanfaes Park 
January 2024.  
Assistance given 
to similar projects 
elsewhere in town 
Jan/Feb 2024. 

 

       2.  Camden Road Park 

       A children’s play area with play equipment,  
      seating area and flower beds. 

 
Action Timescale Objective Update 2021 Update 2022 Update 2023 Update 2024 

Consider land management in 
accordance with advice 
provided by habitat specialists 

Summer 2020 
onwards 

All Ecological 
audit planned.  
To commence 
as early as 
possible in 
2022. 

Audit remains 
outstanding. 

 Work stream did 
not progress. 



 

 

Consider weed control 
methods and investigate 
alternative ,including training  

Spring/summer 
2020 

All Approved Oct 
2021 to trial 
weed control 
in house in 
2022 using 
greener 
products. 

Training 
completed by 
staff member.  
Initial greener 
product used not 
successful.  
Alternative 
product 
required. 

Spraying no 
longer 
contracted out 
by BTC.  Carried 
out in house on 
an as required 
basis, and 
majority of weed 
work done 
manually. 

No change from 
2023. 

Installation of ‘Tiny Forests’ 
garden (Keep Wales Tidy 
project), including bird box and 
insect hotel 

Autumn 2020 All Completed 
summer 2020 

Now well 
established. 

Ongoing and 
maintained by 
Park Keeper. 

Ongoing and 
maintained by 
Park Keeper. 

       

 

 

3.  Maendu Well. 

A small woodland area, with Grade II listed wellhouse, leat and pond 
 
 

Action Timescale Objective Update 2021 Update 2022 Update 2023 Update 2024 

Creation of habitat following 
tree surgery 

Completed in 
2019.  Consider 
again for future. 

All  Creation of further 
habitat planned 
during pond 
works. 

Pond works 
completed 
including habitat 
improvements. 

Ongoing general 
maintenance by 
Park Keeper. 

Consider land and pond 
management in accordance 

Already in place, 
and ongoing. 

All Installation of 
bat boxes 

Land management 
advice sought and 

Pond works 
completed.  Tree 

Tree works 
completed and 



 

 

with advice provided by habitat 
specialists 

adhered to for 
Maendu Well 
management. Tree 
maintenance 
undertaken. 

maintenance 
works completed. 
Tree inspection 
carried out Nov 
and further works 
planned. 

ongoing general 
maintenance by 
Park Keeper. 

 

 

 

 

 

            4.  Beacons Park Green Space 
    Area of grass within a housing development.                     

 

 

Action Timescale Objective Update 2021 Update 2022 Update 2023 Update 2024 

Consider land management in 
accordance with advice provided 
by habitat specialists 

Summer 2020 
onwards 

All None None None None 

Consider weed control methods 
and investigate alternative 
,including training  

Spring/summer 
2020 

All Approved Oct 
2021 to trial 
weed control 
in house in 
2022 using 
greener 
products. 

Training 
completed by 
staff member.  
Initial greener 
product used not 
successful.  
Alternative 
product 
required. 

Spraying no 
longer 
contracted out 
by BTC.  Carried 
out in house on 
an as required 
basis, and 
majority of weed 

No change from 
2023. 



 

 

work done 
manually. 

 

 

5.  Fishing Rights – River Usk 

A 2km stretch of fishing rights downstream from Llanfaes Bridge. 
 

 

 

 

Action Timescale Objective Update 2021 Update 2022 Update 2023 Update 2024 

Active lead on project to prevent 
potential future pollution incident 
at River Usk 

Ongoing All Has not 
progressed in 
2021 – 
consider if 
further work 
required. 

None Has not 
progressed – 
consider if 
further 
resource 
available to 
progress. 

Group 
reconvened 
Summer 2024.  
Investigation 
and reporting 
work 
continuing. 

Consider land management in 
accordance with advice provided by 
habitat specialists 

Summer 2020 
onwards 

All None None None None 

Consider weed control methods and 
investigate alternative ,including 
training  

Spring/summer 
2020 

All Approved Oct 
2021 to trial 
weed control 
in house in 
2022 using 

None Spraying no 
longer 
contracted out 
by BTC.  
Carried out in 

No change 
from 2023. 



 

 

greener 
products. 

house on an as 
required basis, 
and majority of 
weed work 
done manually. 

Consider updating angling  ‘Safety 
Regulations’  to incorporate 
biodiversity measures 

Autumn 2020 All   Consider if any 
actions 
needed. 

‘Check Clean 
Dry’ advice 
added to 
safety sheet 
for anglers 
Octo 2024. 

 

 

 

 6.  The Guildhall (provisions also apply to Visit Brecon Office, Lion Yard) 

 A Grade II Listed Building housing the Council Chamber and Adelina Patti Theatre. 

 
Action Timescale Objective Update 2021 Update 2022 Update 2023 Update 2024 

Consider cleaning chemical use and 
investigate alternatives, including 
training 

Spring/summer 
2020 

1,2,5,6 Approved 
October 2021 
to use greener 
products 

Ongoing Ongoing Eco friendly 
toilet roll in use 
since Sept 
2024 following 



 

 

where 
possible. 

cost and eco 
comparison 
exercise. 

Establish habitat - Hanging baskets Spring each 
year 

1,2,3,4 Swift boxes x4 
installed on 
Guildhall. 

Ongoing Ongoing No hanging 
baskets in 
2024. 

 

7.  Toilets, Lion Yard 

Public toilet block in town centre 

8.  Toilets, The Promenade 

Public toilet block at recreational area 

 

Action Timescale Objective Update 2021 Update 2022 Update 2023 Update 2024 

Consider cleaning chemical use 
and investigate alternatives, 
including training 

Spring/summer 
2020 

1,2,5,6 Agreed to 
build into 
contract for 
2022-2024 
that greener 
products are 
used. 

Ongoing Ongoing Requirement in 
contract for 
green/earth 
friendly 
products to be 
used for 
cleaning and 
for toilet paper 
to be recycled 
paper. 
 

 



 

 

9. The Bandstand, The Promenade 

 

 

 

 

 

Action Timescale Objective Update 2021 Update 2022 Update 2023 Update 2024 

Consider land management in 
accordance with advice 
provided by habitat specialists 

Summer 2020 
onwards 

All None None None None 

Consider weed control methods 
and investigate alternative 
,including training  

Spring/summer 
2020 

All Approved Oct 
2021 to trial 
weed control 
in house in 
2022 using 
greener 
products. 

Training 
completed by 
staff member.  
Initial greener 
product used 
not successful.  
Alternative 
product 
required. 

Spraying no 
longer 
contracted out 
by BTC.  
Carried out in 
house on an as 
required basis, 
and majority of 
weed work 
done manually. 

No change 
from 2023. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

10.  Miscellaneous Locations 

Action Timescale Objective Update 2021 Update 2022 Update 2023 Update 2024 

‘Clean Up Day’ project tackling 
hotspot areas of the town 
and/or ‘Adopt an Area’ project 

Ongoing Potentially 
all, 
depending 
on 
location 

Regular 
cleaning 
undertaken by 
employee and 
local groups 

Ongoing Ongoing.  Regular 
community events 
and initiatives 
supported by 
Councillors. 

Ongoing.  Regular 
events supported by 
Councillors. 

Establish habitat - Planters  Spring each 
year 

1,2,3,4 Additional 
planters 
established 

Further 
additional 
planters 
established 
Autumn 2022 

Further new  town 
centre planters 
planned for 2024. 

New planters created 
and awaiting 
positioning in late 
2024.  

Establish habitat – Other 
flower bed locations 
throughout town centre 

Spring each 
year 

1,2,3,4 Additional 
flower beds 
established 

Ongoing Ongoing Flower beds owned 
by others planted by 
BTC in town centre 
locations. 

Establish Bee Keeping support 
project 

2020 All Did not 
progress 

None  None 

Contribute to Active Travel 
consultations and requesting 
that Active Travel is considered 
in planning consultation 
responses 

Ongoing Potentially 
all, 
depending 
on 
location 

Ongoing.  
Response 
submitted to 
Active Travel 
Consultation 
November 
2021 

Ongoing Ongoing Ongoing 

Support of Grant Applications 
to Brecon Town Council that 
consider and encourage 
biodiversity 

Ongoing Potentially 
all 

Relevant grant 
applications 
supported in 
2021. 

Ongoing Ongoing Ongoing 

Formation of strategic plan for 
green spaces pursuant to 
results of Brecon 20:20 survey 

Ongoing Potentially 
all 

Work is 
ongoing. 

Ongoing No progress.  
Consider if required. 

No change. 



 

 

Wildlife Packs for Schools Completed All New Project 
2021 – Packs 
for schools 
issued 
containing 
seeds, planting 
information, 
wildflife 
information, 
bird boxes and 
insect hotels 

N/A (one off 
project) 

  

Climate Emergency declared by 
Brecon Town Council 
November 2021 

Ongoing All Further 
consideration 
being given in 
early 2022 to 
actions to be 
undertaken. 

Updated and 
considered on 
regular basis.  
Energy 
improvement 
measures in 
process at 
Guildhall. 

Updated and 
considered on regular 
basis.  Energy 
improvement 
measures completed 
at Guildhall.  
Reduce/reuse/recycle 
event at Guildhall.  
Implementation of 
recycling scheme at 
BTC’s parks and 
events. 

Ongoing engagement 
with County events 
and relevant 
webinars by 
Councillors and Staff.  

Planning Considerations      Encouragement to 
planning authority to 
support planning 
applications for solar 
panels.  

 

 

 



 

 

The Next Steps 

Work will continue to deliver the actions and objectives set out at each site.  Priorities for monitoring by the Environment & Events Committee 

are: 

• Assess and review how decisions made are meeting the Objectives and the Section 6 duties 

• Use this plan to enable the consideration of biodiversity and ecosystems when project planning and decision making 

• Sharing information and working in partnership with other organisations and bodies to maximise delivery for biodiversity 

• Identify how this work contributes towards Brecon Town Council’s duties under the Wellbeing of Future Generations Act 2016. 

• Reporting to Unitary Authority/Welsh Government as required 
 
Environment & Events Committee, Brecon Town Council 
January 2025 

 

 


